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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.  

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [2.53 pm]: Before the lunchbreak I was outlining my proposal�I point out 
that it is my proposal; it is not Labor Party policy�that it is time that the Western Australian Electoral 
Commission was involved in conducting all preselection ballots for registered political parties in Western 
Australia. Political parties would still be involved in setting their own rules for entitlements to vote, but the 
WAEC should actually take on the role of ensuring the integrity of the process. Ensuring the integrity of the 
ballot process does not just simply mean conducting the ballot, it also means having the capacity to � 

The SPEAKER: Members, I realise there are important discussions that need to take place in this place while 
we have the opportunity, but I urge members to respect the member for Bassendean�s opportunity to make his 
speech on the Address-in-Reply. If your conversation needs to take place in this chamber, please keep it to a dull 
roar, otherwise could members please take it outside. Thank you. The member for Bassendean has the call. 
Mr M.P. WHITELY: Ensuring the integrity of the preselection process by the WAEC does not just mean 
conducting the preselection ballot; it would actually involve auditing and verifying individual entitlements to 
vote. An obvious argument that might be mounted against this proposal is that political parties are separate legal 
entities and that membership of political parties is voluntary, and therefore they should have the capacity to 
govern their own affairs.  
Under section 69 of the Industrial Relations Act 1979, unions are legally required to conduct their internal 
ballots through either the Western Australian Electoral Commission if they are registered in Western Australia, 
or the Australian Electoral Commission if they are registered nationally. Similarly, student guilds are required to 
have the Western Australian Electoral Commission conduct their internal elections. Frankly, if it is good enough 
to ask the union movement and student guilds to have their operations overseen by the Western Australian 
Electoral Commission, I cannot see any reason why that should not equally apply to political parties. In fact, I 
can see lots of reasons why the case is actually stronger for it applying to political parties.  

The 2006-07 Western Australian Electoral Commission report highlighted that the commission had 
responsibility for conducting 10 union elections in Western Australia. It is interesting to note that nine of those 
were uncontested, so it did not involve a hell of a lot of work on those occasions, but in the case of the Western 
Australian Prison Officers Union, the Western Australian Electoral Commission conducted the ballot. Another 
organisation that was required to have the WAEC conduct its election was the State School Teachers Union of 
Western Australia, and if it is good enough for the State School Teachers Union to have to go through this 
process, it is good enough for political parties also.  

What are we trying to achieve in having the Western Australian Electoral Commission oversee the internal 
ballots of unions and student unions? We are trying to ensure that the process has integrity. I think it is just as 
important�possibly more important�that we have integrity in the internal processes of political parties. Just 
like political parties, unions and student unions are separate legal entities; just like political parties, membership 
is voluntary. If it is good enough for the SSTU and the other unions I could have mentioned, it is good enough 
for the state Australian Labor Party, the Liberal Party, the Greens (WA), the Nationals, and any other registered 
political party. I think the case is actually stronger for political parties than unions to have the commission 
conduct their elections. Political parties receive public funding; the State School Teachers Union does not. I 
believe the entitlement is about $1.57 a vote if the party gets over four per cent of the vote, and the winners of 
political party ballots very often go onto the public payroll. State School Teachers Union officials do not.  

Interestingly, the WA Electoral Commission also conducts voluntary ballots on behalf of all organisations that 
have decided they want their processes to be overseen by the WAEC. They believe it important to ensure ballot 
integrity and they pay the money to ensure that the process is properly run. The Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals had its ballots run by the WAEC in the 2006-07 year. That organisation, which is 
concerned with animal welfare, values integrity to that level, but political parties, which are concerned with not 
only animal welfare but also human welfare and the welfare of the entire state, do not employ that same 
overseeing role by the WAEC.  

Another possible argument that could be used against the proposal is it does not matter how political parties 
choose their candidates because it is the electors who eventually decide who is elected. I do not accept that 
argument for three reasons. Firstly, political parties are a recognised part of the political landscape. I have 
already talked about the fact that we get public funding. It is also a fact that party status entitles the parties to 
receive extra resources. If political parties are to take funds from the public purse, they must be held to a high 
level of internal integrity. Secondly, I should not use the term safe seats, but the reality is that probably half of 
the seats in this place are unlikely to change, except in extreme circumstances when there is a rogue 
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Independent. I include my own seat in that assertion. I was elected as the member for Bassendean because I was 
the Labor candidate. I am under no illusion that it was my personal vote that got me over the line. The same 
could be said of the seats held by the members for Girrawheen and Belmont, for example. They are both seats 
that one would expect the Labor Party candidate to win except under extraordinary circumstances. The same can 
be said of the Premier�s seat of Cottesloe, and also of the seat of Nedlands. We have just seen a practical 
demonstration of that premise when the former sitting member for Nedlands sat as an Independent and the seat 
returned to the Liberal Party fold. Similarly, the electorates of Central Wheatbelt and Wagin would ordinarily be 
expected to be safe National Party seats. It is in that sense that the political parties determine who makes up the 
membership of Parliament. We need to be open to the idea of having a high-level scrutiny of that process. 
Thirdly, we need confidence in the integrity of every level of the election process. As I said, voluntary 
organisations such as the RSPCA understand this. Therefore, it is time that we, collectively, made a commitment 
to ensure that political parties adopt these basic processes. 

My proposal would be little more than an academic debating point if the political parties, including the Labor 
Party, had a happy history of preselection integrity, but they do not. The record of the political parties is far from 
spotless. During my time as a member of this place both major parties have had a chequered history. There is no 
point in running away from that. I will deal with my own backyard first. The recent round of preselections was 
entirely clean. No-one has raised any issues of concern about that. That is largely because in 2005 the Labor 
Party had some problems with branch stacking, but we took steps to address that and reforms were put in place 
to clean up our internal processes. A series of very significant reforms was passed at the 2007 ALP state 
conference that went a long way towards ensuring the integrity of our preselection process. The reforms involved 
outlawing, except in exceptional circumstances, the making of cash payments. The purpose of that reform was to 
prevent the practice whereby bulk cash payments were made to buy discounted memberships to the Labor Party 
for people rather than having those people pay for their own membership. Dave Kelly, the secretary of the 
Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Union, sent a letter to all ALP members on 16 April, 2007 in which he 
outlined a compelling case for reform. Ultimately his arguments carried the day. The letter states � 

Genuine ALP members should be appalled that in pre-selection years the ranks of the party are swelled 
by hundreds [if not thousands] of new members who never attend a branch meeting only to disappear 
from the books when pre-selections are completed. The influx of members is even more curious when 
almost all of them pay their ALP fees by cash. In a world where most financial transactions are done 
electronically why do up to 40% of members cling to old fashioned cash?  
Genuine ALP members would feel more secure in their place in the party if, with very few exceptions, 
the payment of membership fees was done only by direct debit, credit card or cheque. Over night 
genuine party members would be restored to the centre of our party. 

That argument carried the day at the state conference and it was an excellent reform that I was happy to support. 
It might involve some minor inconvenience for some people who do not have the ability to pay other than by 
cash and who might have to go into the state party�s head office to pay. However, the benefits that it delivers for 
the integrity of the ballots well and truly outweigh that small inconvenience. It must be asked why these reforms 
were necessary. Frankly, there is no point beating around the bush. They were necessary to counteract the 
actions of branch stackers, and of John D�Orazio in particular. He basically built his power in the party not 
through the power of his intellect or argument, but through the power of his and his friends� wallets. He and his 
associates flouted the intent, if not the letter, of our party�s rules. He and his associates paid for bulk 
memberships and they effectively stacked branches. In doing so�to put it in plain English�they bought state 
executive votes and influence. John D�Orazio was eventually elevated to the ministry with disastrous 
consequences. He was an opportunist. There is not a Labor bone in that man�s body. That behaviour was 
demonstrated by the way he treated his staff when he failed to pay them superannuation. It was demonstrated 
also when he preferenced the Liberal Party ahead of the Labor Party in the last state election, which it could be 
argued might have cost us government. I am putting that history out there; I am not raising anything new. To our 
credit, the Labor Party took action. The reform of the cash payments was a very important reform that has gone a 
long way towards improving the internal situation. However, I am not naïve enough to believe that this reform 
guarantees the integrity of the preselection process forever. I am sure that even on my side of politics, human 
nature being what it is, ambition and the lust for power has the potential to corrupt processes in the future. We 
can create good rules but people will look for ways to work around them. This is not ancient history; it is 
relevant. It is well known that because of the concerns about our internal processes, in 2004 the federal ALP 
intervened and took over our preselection process. To our credit, as I have said, we addressed the problem and 
have taken steps to make sure that it will not happen again. 
[Member�s time extended.] 
Mr M.P. WHITELY: I have laid out the case from our side of politics. Let me turn now to members on the 
other side of the chamber. The situation in the Liberal Party appears to be similar�but worse�to the one that 
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existed in the Labor Party. At least when John D�Orazio�s branch stacking activities saw the light of day, we 
stopped the flawed process by the intervention of the federal ALP. I have outlined the anti-branch stacking 
measures we put in place in 2007. In a sense, it was already too late by then to act; it is always too late to act, but 
it is better to have acted than not to have acted. Nevertheless, our actions compared favourably with the actions 
of the Liberal Party when dealing with extremely serious and credible branch stacking allegations. There is 
nothing new in the facts that I am about to outline, which have received considerable publicity, and all of which 
have provided evidence of corrupt internal processes. All the evidence points to the fact that, unfortunately, 
cheats do prosper within the WA Liberal Party. What are the facts to which I refer? Most of them got an airing 
on the ABC�s Stateline program on 6 May 2005 when Lorraine Allchurch, who was described as a 30-year 
stalwart of the Liberal Party, and a former president of the Curtin Liberal division and the Nedlands branch, and 
who was Richard Court�s former campaign manager, made some quite damning comments. She said � 

I�ve lived through many cycles in the Liberal Party and I�ve never seen a cycle as corrupt as this one 
appears to be. I�m just shocked, and I must say to you I really wish I�d spoken out earlier. 

Specifically, she accuses Hon Peter Collier of forgery. Members can read the transcript of the Stateline program 
online, or they can look at a speech that was given by the member for Mindarie at that time, or a speech by Alan 
Cadby, if they wish to have the case laid out for them. However, on the Stateline program that the ABC put to 
air, Lorraine Allchurch said that Hon Peter Collier � 

� also admitted to me on two occasions, publicly�well not publicly�on one occasion publicly and 
on another occasion in a private phone call, that he had forged signatures and he wished he�d never 
done it. 

She continued � 
The membership forms were presented to a Curtin division subcommittee meeting and we were advised 
that some of their signatures were false and I left that meeting, came home and rang Peter Collier and I 
asked him what had happened. I said, �Something�s wrong; these signatures appear to be forged; what 
do you know about it?� At first he denied any knowledge of it. He indicated that someone else must 
have done it. And I said, �Why would this other person do it; he�s not involved in the Liberal Party; 
he�s a senior businessman?� So he backed off, and he was almost in tears and he said, �Well, I don�t 
know what to say.� That phone call ended, and a couple of days later, he rang me again and he was 
hysterical. He was crying and sobbing down the phone and he was saying to me, �My career is ended; 
my career is ruined, I won�t be able to stand for the North Metropolitan Province, I will have to walk 
away from the Liberal Party.� And I said, �What are you going on about, Peter?� and he said, �I wish 
I�d never done it; I wish I�d never used those names.� I said, �Well, why did you do it?� He said, �Well, 
well, well, I thought they wanted to join.� 

Then Layla Tucak, the ABC interviewer, said � 

So, what you�re saying is that he admitted to you that he actually forged signatures and he thought his 
career was going to end because of that? 

To which Lorraine replied � 
Yes � 

Layla Tucak then asked � 

So he admitted to forging people�s signatures; he used your name on some of those applications without 
your consent � 

Lorraine Allchurch then replied � 

Yes. 

Now it would be easy to dismiss Lorraine Allchurch�s comments as wrong; although it would be curious for the 
ABC to air them if they were wrong. Perhaps they were wrong. It is not, however, so easy to dismiss the fact that 
her claims are backed up�not backed up, but rather acknowledged�by Senator Chris Ellison, who was quoted 
by Karen Middleton in an article that appeared in The West Australian of 6 December 2006. The article reads � 

CANBERRA�SPECIAL Minister of State and WA Liberal Senator Chris Ellison has acknowledged a 
WA Liberal Party membership form was signed by someone other than the applicant but that he and 
other party officials had ruled it was not a case of forgery. 

I do not quite understand that. I do not understand how a person can sign someone else�s signature and it is not 
forgery; nonetheless, I will proceed. The article reads also � 
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Senator Ellison acknowledged to The West Australian that Nedlands branch president Peter Collier had 
signed a membership form on behalf of Mosman man Peter Getgood, who later said it was without his 
knowledge and against his will. 

Senator Ellison said he and the party�s management executive had accepted Mr Collier believed he had 
Mr Getgood�s authority�despite it being against the rules�and that a reprimand was enough.  

The article then gives the following direct quote from Senator Ellison � 

�That explanation was accepted and that�s as far as it went,� he said. 

That is an extraordinary response to an acknowledged case of identity theft�probably the polite way of putting 
it. The Stateline program goes on to outline allegations about how the northern alliance factional allies had 
artificially manipulated voting entitlements to their own advantage, thereby disenfranchising legitimate Liberal 
Party members in other electorates. 

The most worrying aspects of this are the mild reprimand received by the offender and the fact that the real 
venom brought to bear by the Liberal Party hierarchy was, in this case, reserved for genuine and honourable 
Liberal Party members who tried to address the problems that were raised. One of those members � 

Mr T.R. Buswell: What sort of preselection process did you go through? Answer that! Was it a ballot? You are 
a disgrace! You are an absolute joke! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, Treasurer! 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: I will tell the member for Vasse that I have never done what he has done. I have never 
brought disgrace and embarrassment upon this state in the way that he has! I have never had a secret meeting 
with Noel Crichton-Browne to discuss goodness knows what in the car park. You are on thin ice, lad! How can 
the member stand up as any guardian of public standards? I have stood in this place and publicly acknowledged 
the problems of the Labor Party and how we addressed those problems. The difference for the Treasurer�s mob is 
that Hon Peter Collier was caught out, and now he is a minister!  

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is enough, Treasurer! 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: Hon Peter Collier was caught out by his own side, and now he is a minister! The member 
for Vasse did what he did, and he is now sitting on that side of the house as the Treasurer. He is an absolute 
disgrace! 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I ask that the member be allowed to get back to his point. 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: As I was saying, the decent members of the Liberal Party who tried to address these 
issues had a � 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: All interjections are disorderly, and I ask the Deputy Speaker to call on the member for 
Vasse to desist from his interjecting, which is causing difficulties for everyone. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have called on the member for Vasse to desist and I again call on him to desist. I 
think we have had sufficient banter. Please continue, member for Bassendean. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: As I was saying, it was interesting that the real venom of the Liberal Party hierarchy�
which apparently is controlled by the northern alliance factional allies of Peter Collier�was directed at the 
decent Liberal Party members who tried to address the issue. One of the Liberal Party members, Rick 
Mincherton, said on Stateline � 

The only way you�re going to get the truth is to have an at-arms-length inquiry instigated by an 
authoritative body such as the Department of Fair Trading or whatever its new name is that can clearly 
get to show that the Liberal Party�s not running to its own rules. 

I think that a better pre-emptive option is to have the Western Australian Electoral Commission oversee the 
preselection process. The WAEC could conduct the ballot to ensure that party rules are properly and 
appropriately applied, thereby protecting the integrity of the preselection process. 
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The obvious practical and immediate problem that has come out of this lack of integrity on the other side of the 
chamber�I acknowledge that we suffered the same problem when working with John D�Orazio, but the Liberal 
party has this problem right now�is that Hon Peter Collier is a minister of the Crown. He should not be, but he 
is a minister in this Parliament�a minister in the Liberal government. In fact, he is a high profile minister in the 
government.  
The Liberal Party�s internal investigation notes that Senator Chris Ellison has acknowledged that, by signing 
somebody else�s form, the � 
Mr T.R. Buswell: When did Chris Ellison acknowledge that? 
Mr M.P. WHITELY: He did it in 2000. 
Mr T.R. Buswell: He was talking about a different issue. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, member for Vasse! 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: If the member for Vasse stopped sniffing so often and just listened, he might be better 
placed to comment! Of course, the problem in Western Australia is that we had D�Orazio and the Liberal Party 
has Collier. The Liberal Party has Collier as a result of the fact that it has internal problems with the conduct of 
its preselection ballots. What I find even more disturbing�I am not going to cast aspersions on the new 
members of Parliament�is that so many of the new members came into this place and thanked Hon Peter 
Collier in their inaugural addresses. He is not only a minister! The guy is a kingmaker! That is of great concern 
to the people of Western Australia. I am staggered. If I had been told eight years ago that someone on either side 
of politics could come into this place with that history�that is, they had been caught or found out, they had had 
the dirt dished out on them by their own side of politics, and they had still gone though unscathed to become a 
minister�I would have been incredulous. I would not have believed it, and neither would members of the public 
believe it if we were to try to explain it to them.  

Essentially, I now seek the involvement of the Western Australian Electoral Commission in the preselection 
process. I have outlined the problems experienced by both the Labor and the Liberal parties. I note that 
allegations about membership irregularities have also been levelled against the minor parties. I will not go 
through those allegations because I do not have the time. Sometimes such allegations are completely unfounded. 
However, the WAEC oversight of the preselection process would protect not only the process but also its 
participants. I guess the obvious question in my proposing these reforms is: can all political parties be trusted to 
manage the integrity of the preselection process? In all honesty, given the recent history in Western Australia, 
my unambiguous answer is no. Given Western Australia�s recent history, the obvious answer must be no. This 
proposal is due to more than just academic interest. If adopted, it will do much to improve the integrity of the 
processes by which people come into this Parliament. Parties will still set their own rules and decide how they 
make those decisions, but we will have absolute confidence because a process will have been established to 
ensure electoral integrity is oversighting the process.  

MR P. MILES (Wanneroo) [3.20 pm]: Mr Deputy Speaker, as the new member for Wanneroo, I thank you for 
the opportunity to address the house today. I begin by congratulating you on your appointment to the position of 
Deputy Speaker. It is a very highly honoured role, and I am sure you will discharge it with dignity and great 
fairness.  
In the short time available to me, I would like to do three things: acknowledge the proud history of Wanneroo, 
touch on a few of the issues that obviously contributed to the level of support I received in the ballot box in 
September and, lastly, thank the many dedicated people who assisted me to gain the confidence of my 
community to the degree that, after a second attempt, they have placed their collective trust in me as their MP.  
The electorate of Wanneroo is a diverse and colourful place. In its 114 square kilometres, there resides a 
veritable cornucopia of nationalities. In the main, Wanneroo residents are hard-working people who prize their 
freedom and to whom, more than anything else, I am forever indebted for their trust and confidence in electing 
me to this house to represent them. That is something I intend to do without fear or favour for all residents of the 
Wanneroo electorate, whether or not they voted for me. The outgoing member, Di Guise, was a good local 
member. I would like to put on the record my admiration for her work and acknowledge her real contribution to 
both the Parliament and the community of Wanneroo over the past seven and a half years.  
Mr C.J. Barnett: Hear, hear! Well said.  
Mr P. MILES: She has left large shoes to fill, but I am determined to do so. I wish her well in her life after 
politics.  
Wanneroo has a long and compelling history. For many years, people would roll their eyes and look at people 
who said they were from Wanneroo way as though they were aliens. In the early days, people driving bullock 
carts would make the long trip of several days from the market gardens in Wanneroo to Perth and back again, 
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stopping for a while to chat and share a few beers at the seven-mile peg in Balcatta. They were pioneering times 
and, in a way, I share that spirit. I too feel like a pioneer, especially at the moment. I want to see Wanneroo grow 
and prosper. I want to see the Wanneroo area modernised while retaining its heritage and character, and not 
become just another cookie-cutter city centre like many other places in Western Australia. I want this to be a 
central hub for local communities where people can gather and enjoy themselves and even debate in the spirit of 
community involvement. Many people in the chamber today will know that I have been heavily involved in 
community life for a long time. I am a councillor representing the north ward of the City of Wanneroo, and have 
been an official on many school and community bodies. In its catchment area, Wanneroo has 12 schools with a 
further two secondary schools in the pipeline. Given it has such a large school population, I am particularly 
passionate about furthering the education excellence in the electorate. These students are the future of Wanneroo, 
and I believe they deserve the best educational opportunities available to ensure their future success. Wanneroo 
is a rapidly growing area that will need sensible guidance in the provision of additional educational and health 
services in particular.  

My life did not begin in Wanneroo; I was born in the United Kingdom. My parents, Beryl and Alan, migrated to 
Australia and Perth in 1970. We came with my two sisters, Lisa and Jane, and we lived in Cedric Street, 
Balcatta, which is why the seven-mile peg amuses me. It was not long before we moved to Girrawheen where 
my two brothers, Adam and Matthew, were born. Sadly, my mother, Beryl, passed away several years ago as a 
result of a brain tumour. I am sure she would be a proud woman today if she were still with us. My father, Alan, 
is living in Scarborough, and my brothers and sisters and their families are scattered around the world from 
Kalbarri, Toodyay and Mandurah to Thailand, where my brother, Matthew, is a factory manager and lives with 
his wife, Nong, and their two boys.  

I now have two children, Anna, 20 years old, and Jacob, four years old. I also have a two-year-old grandson, 
Mark. The thing that scares me the most about coming to this place is that I might somehow become too busy 
and inadvertently neglect my family. I can say from the outset that I will not let that happen. Family is too 
important to me, just as it is to most of the electors of Wanneroo who sent me to this place. I have seen the 
effects of that sort of over-commitment. While I pledge my 100 per cent effort to the people of Wanneroo, I trust 
they will appreciate that, like them, I have competing priorities. I will represent my constituents, the residents of 
Wanneroo, without fear or favour. I will listen to people�s concerns and I will act. These are the pledges I make 
to them today.  

I want to thank my campaign team and the many helpers who assisted, such as Des and Norma Power, who I 
acknowledge are now recorded in my memory, if not the Guinness Book of Records, as the fastest letter stuffers 
in the world after stuffing some 14 000 letters in one week. To Sue and Les MacDonald, Sherryl Stiles, Gary 
MacLean, Douglas Valeriani and Michael Mischin�soon to be Hon Michael Mischin, as a Legislative 
Councillor-elect�and to the guys who gave up their morning sleep-ins to wave corflutes on street corners, and 
everyone else who assisted with the campaign effort, my sincere thanks. Without their unwavering support 
during the recent lightning election campaign, I would not have hoped to be where I stand today. To my darling 
wife, Shelly, and her family, without whose help and support I would never have been able to do this, I send a 
very heartfelt and very public thank you. She is in the gallery. Other people helped me; they know who they are, 
but they prefer not to be named in this address. To them I say thank you. I might be originally a Pom, but after 
nearly 40 years living in this magnificent state, I know a thing or two about Aussie-style mateship and how to 
thank everyone who has stood by me all these years. I also thank the Liberal Party team at Menzies House�Zac 
Kirkup and Ben Morton included�for their unstinting support and confidence in me in the lead-up to the 
campaign in the midst of the action when things got serious.  

During the election campaign it became obvious to me that a number of local issues require urgent attention in 
Wanneroo. I intend to go into bat for them immediately. Among them are several vital matters that the previous 
government seemed to have deemed unimportant in the grand scheme of plans for new sports stadia, museums 
and entertainment centres for central Perth. I hope the new government will pay more attention than its 
predecessors did to the outlying areas of the metropolitan area such as Wanneroo. To give just a few examples, I 
refer to three matters that arose during the campaign; there are many others, but time will not permit me to 
complete the inventory. Firstly, there is a very dangerous and growing problem in Banksia Grove with children 
crossing an increasingly busy Joondalup Drive extension. This road bisects the suburb, and is a major feeder 
road for trucks travelling to and from Great Northern Highway to Wanneroo Road via Neaves Road. In the past 
12 months one child, an eight-year old girl, has been hit by a truck and badly injured�she remains so even 
today. More accidents will surely follow unless traffic lights or some other traffic control devices are installed at 
that stretch of the road to ensure safe passage for children, seniors and people with disability crossing from one 
side of the suburb to the other. I will continue to fight for this matter to be addressed for local residents.  

Secondly, in east Wanneroo, it is more than eight years since the WA Planning Commission was asked to review 
concerns relating to the time it has taken the WA government to provide zoning certainty for landholders. That 
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situation and the Western Australian Planning Commission�s study have been bogged down in red tape for all 
these years; in fact, there is still no end in sight to the WAPC�s deliberations. As a result of the previous 
government�s negligence, east Wanneroo landholders are still in limbo about what they can do about their 
properties in the future. Some landholders have told me they are unable to start new ventures, redevelop existing 
properties or even sell up in some cases, because of the former government�s dithering and its apparent disdain 
for the people of east Wanneroo. I believe that landholders in east Wanneroo deserve far better. Therefore, I will 
fight to have the review of east Wanneroo�s zoning laws fast-tracked and, if necessary, to have the matter taken 
out of the hands of the WAPC altogether, if it cannot get the job done, and be given its own focus by the new 
government. Landholders need certainty in relation to their rights over their properties. They should have had 
that certainty. They deserve it, and I will go further: as a member of a new Liberal government, I will fight to 
ease the nightmare of bureaucratic red tape that surrounds this and so many other issues in Wanneroo. 

I have been concerned for some time about the perils faced by residents of two lifestyle villages on Wanneroo 
Road, Ashby, when exiting and re-entering their villages. There is considerable danger for the large numbers of 
seniors accessing Wanneroo Road daily from both Pineview and Lake Joondalup lifestyle villages. Suitable road 
treatments need to be carried out urgently before a tragedy occurs. After consultation with residents, I am 
committed to fighting for a better solution to the current unsatisfactory and unsafe situation. Main Roads has 
effectively said that nothing can be done to protect residents from potentially fatal accidents when turning onto 
or off Wanneroo Road. I find that very hard to accept. Something must be done to make these intersections safe. 
In any event, rest assured that I will not simply accept that there is nothing that can be done. I will take up the 
fight for permanent, safe and workable solutions to allow the residents of both these lifestyle villages to leave 
and return to their villages in safety. 

In closing, may I just reiterate what an honour and a privilege it is to finally get up in this place and speak out on 
behalf of the people of Wanneroo. Mr Deputy Speaker, it will not be the last time you hear from me. I can assure 
you of that. I can also assure you, and the voters of Wanneroo, that I take their confidence very seriously. They 
have decided to move on and elect a new local member of the Western Australian Parliament. I am determined 
to make sure that their faith in me is justified. The pioneers who built Wanneroo back in the first years of 
settlement in this tough and uncompromising part of Perth would expect nothing else. Again, I thank my family, 
colleagues and supporters for sticking with me thus far along this tremendous journey. If you will excuse the 
parting pun, Mr Deputy Speaker, there are lots of Miles left to explore over the next four years! I trust that, with 
the support of the good people of Wanneroo, we can move forward together to a new era of prosperity and 
fulfilment. I, for one, am committed to that course. 

[Applause.] 

MR V. CATANIA (North West) [3.36 pm]: First, Mr Deputy Speaker, may I congratulate you on your election 
as Deputy Speaker. I look forward to providing you with support as an Acting Speaker. I would like to 
congratulate fellow members on their election and re-election. I am proud and honoured to address this chamber 
today as the member for the seat of North West. Although this is not the first time I have spoken in Parliament, 
having been a member for the Mining and Pastoral Region of the Legislative Council in the thirty-seventh 
Parliament, I can assure members I consider it a privilege to be experienced in both houses of Parliament.  

I have lived and worked in the North West for several years, although much of that time has been spent on a 
plane or in a car travelling between towns in what is, by any standards, a vast electorate. The electorate of North 
West covers three regions: the Pilbara, Gascoyne and Murchison. It covers more than 400 000 square kilometres, 
spreading from Shark Bay in the Gascoyne, up to Roebourne in the Pilbara, and east to the inland towns of 
Meekatharra and Mt Magnet, comprising some 15 towns and communities, numerous pastoral stations and 12 
local government authorities. The residential population of the electorate is approximately 16 000 people. 
However, if one were to factor in fly in, fly out workers and those involved in seasonal employment, the figure 
would swell by as much as 10 000. The major administration centres are Carnarvon, Exmouth and Karratha.  

The North West electorate is the resources heartland of our state and the economic powerhouse of the nation. It 
is a colossus of commerce, which includes oil and gas, fishing, horticulture, aquiculture, tourism and pastoral 
industries, the benefits of which make a massive contribution to state and national economies. Landmarks within 
the electorate include Woodside Petroleum Ltd�s enormous North West Shelf joint venture project on the Burrup 
Peninsula, Exmouth�s Ningaloo Reef and the tourist mecca of Coral Bay, the nationally acclaimed food bowl of 
Carnarvon and, as a point of interest, the largest monolith in Australia, Mt Augustus, which is bigger even than 
Uluru. Much of the state�s uranium deposits are located within or near the North West electorate, presenting an 
opportunity for a fiery debate if nothing else. 
I have travelled the length and breadth of the electorate many times over, discovering untouched remnants of the 
gold rush, the best seafood exports in the world, the sweetest bananas, the most magnificent sunsets and beaches 
imaginable, outback horse races that attract people from across the country, dolphins that want to befriend 
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people, whale sharks that amaze people, rock art that will mesmerize people and deep sea fish that make a Perth 
catch look like bait.  

The people of the electorate are a diverse bunch and have come to be there by many and varied routes. The 
Gascoyne has a very large percentage of steadfast residents. Many have been there for generations and have no 
intention of moving on. Their kids and their grandkids grow up and stay put in the region to become the next 
generation of decision makers. Like most country folk, North West residents accept the lack of government 
services rather than complain, but when pushed too far we will hear from them. The people are acclaimed for 
their easy going nature and love of the great outdoors. Carnarvon�s Saturday morning growers market is a 
meeting place where people can socialise while purchasing fresh produce or a morning coffee.  
In contrast, Karratha is largely a fly in, fly out community and has a highly transient population. This presents 
many challenges, not the least of which is the need to provide very costly facilities and services to a percentage 
of the population that makes little financial contribution by way of council rates and discretionary spending in 
the town. Karratha and Dampier are major population centres in the state�s north. If people have lived in 
Karratha for more than three years, they are considered to be local, long-term residents, although there are a 
small handful of residents who have been in Karratha for over 45 years. What change they must have witnessed 
in that time! The Murchison towns of Yalgoo, Mt Magnet, Cue and Meekatharra consist overwhelmingly of 
long-term residents who make their living from mining and related services. 
The population of the electorate includes several Indigenous communities, which are fortunate to have the 
commitment of several leaders, who are to be admired for their tenacity and vision. These elders are working 
hard to improve conditions in their own backyards. The aged community in Carnarvon has suffered a severe 
blow following the closure of the town�s only aged care facility, which was cruelly taken away by the Howard 
government. It was the only facility of its kind to be found between Geraldton and Port Hedland. This is a 
situation that I find intolerable, and I shall continue my battle with state and federal governments to bring about a 
satisfactory resolution to what is now a crisis situation for the aged. The electorate values its senior residents. It 
is heartbreaking that in the twenty-first century old folk have to be dislodged from their accommodation and 
relocated hundreds of kilometres from their family. The only acceptable solution is one that enables them to live 
out their days in familiar surroundings and close to their loved ones. 
Backpackers add to the culture by passing through the electorate, and perhaps staying awhile, to work in 
plantations, the fishing industry or mines. It is not unusual to hear a multitude of foreign languages in the pubs 
and cafes of the electorate. Pastoralists, fishermen, small and large business owners and operators and their 
families make up the balance of this wonderfully diverse group of people. I have a passion for the electorate as 
well as a dedication to ensure that the region attracts and retains people. We need jobs, government services, 
recreation facilities and infrastructure. We do not want families to be penalised for choosing to live in regional 
Western Australia.  

The Gascoyne region, which begins in the south at the World Heritage-listed Shark Bay area, has a coastline 
larger than that of New South Wales and a World Heritage drive that rivals the Great Ocean Road in Victoria.  

Denham has almost everything a town of its size could want, including a new school and a new Silver Chain 
post, along with an $8 million World Heritage Discovery Centre, where the history and attractions of the region 
are showcased. In 1616 Dutch skipper Dirk Hartog was the first European to set foot on WA soil on the island 
that now bears his name. This fascinating piece of history is captured at the World Heritage Discovery Centre 
with a replica of the plate that Hartog nailed to a post upon arrival. The former Labor government delivered vital 
pieces of infrastructure to Denham. I said earlier that Denham has almost everything a town its size could want. 
However, essential pieces of infrastructure are still required. Denham requires an urgent upgrade to marine 
infrastructure to cope with increasing boating traffic and tourism. A jetty and marina are minimum requirements 
to service the town�s needs. 

The heart of the Gascoyne is undoubtedly Carnarvon. Members should forgive me if I appear a bit biased, but 
this is my home town after all. I can proudly stand here today and say that the former Labor government 
delivered vital infrastructure that prior governments promised and failed time and again to deliver. For example, 
Labor delivered the essential Bibbawarra Road crossing. This crossing took 40 minutes off travel time from 
plantations to the town centre and provided safe passage across the mighty Gascoyne River. It was a common 
event prior to the building of the crossing for residents to be literally isolated from the rest of the world by flood, 
with no means of safe passage possible. Labor brought government services back into town. Labor upgraded the 
Carnarvon Regional Hospital; stage one has been completed and stage two is on the way. Labor upgraded 
Carnarvon Senior High School, built a new wharf to support the fishing industry and completed the first and 
second stage of land leases at NorthWater. Labor provided funding to repair the fire damage to the historic one-
mile jetty and committed to a $38 million police station and courthouse on a site that 87 per cent of the 
community wanted, a site known as the Traders site. There are many more achievements but I will not list them 
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here as there are too many to list. This is why Labor was returned in the north west with an increased majority. 
There is always more to achieve. For a waterfront town, it is unbelievable that Carnarvon does not have a proper 
boat ramp.  

One of the most exciting towns in my electorate has to be Exmouth. Exmouth is striving to reach a balance 
between tourism and industry. It has superb tourism potential sitting alongside its rich oil and gas fields. 
Exmouth is slowly, but with increasing determination, building its tourism product. It now boasts the world-class 
Novotel Ningaloo Resort. Exmouth has already outgrown its marina, despite having completed only a few 
houses on some of the 400 lots that are available to be built on. Prior to the election I was chair of the 
community steering committee, which was tasked to review the need to expand the harbour and provide more 
boat pens to meet the needs of the growing tourism and oil and gas industries. The community wants this 
expansion to occur as it will deliver year-round employment to support both industries of tourism and resources.  

One cannot mention Exmouth without mentioning the amazing Ningaloo Reef and Cape Range Peninsula. The 
reef is 280 kilometres long, a fringing coral reef skirting the Cape Range Peninsula 1 200 kilometres north of 
Perth. The reef is the longest fringing coral reef in the world and one of the last healthy major coral reef systems 
in existence. If reports are true, 80 per cent of the world�s coral reefs are in serious decline due to human 
influence, so the isolated Ningaloo Reef is of particular international importance and interest. The Ningaloo Reef 
is an iconic feature of Western Australia�s natural environment. Public expressions of support and the realisation 
of the importance of the reef were brought to a head when the development of Mauds Landing Resort was halted 
by public pressure in 2003. A rally against the resort attracted around 15 000 people in Fremantle, with 
simultaneous rallies held in Coral Bay and Exmouth.  

Beneath the Cape Range Peninsula lives an extraordinary collection of cave-dwelling and aquatic animals found 
nowhere else in the world. Cape Range also harbours an ancient history of Aboriginal habitation, providing a 
fascinating story of the life and culture of these first inhabitants as well as a unique human record of 
environmental and biodiversity changes. The area is of national archaeological and cultural significance as a 
unique place recording 30 000 years of habitation by coastal Aboriginal communities, their relationship to the 
reef and dependence on its resources. Its caves record the earliest evidence of ornamental use of marine shells. 
Obviously, all these facts are extremely interesting but what do we do with them now and how do we best 
appreciate them, study them and preserve the area?  

In recent years intense interest in the area has prompted a push to establish a Ningaloo research centre. The 
proposal is for a dedicated research centre based in Exmouth. Planning for the centre has progressed in recent 
years under the guidance of the steering committee and board representing government, university research and 
local interests, chaired by Hon Peter Laurance. It is interesting to note that the Great Barrier Reef has eight of 
these research stations and Western Australia does not even have one. Occasionally, we get a few dollars to send 
a ship around to look after the reef or monitor what has happened. It is even more important when oil and gas are 
situated some 24 kilometres off this natural wonder.  

These are only some of the opportunities that the region has. It is not possible to list all the projects here but 
projects such as these must be supported by the government as it supports the ultimate aim of ensuring that jobs, 
services and facilities in the regions are plentiful and desirable enough to attract and retain families, ensuring a 
vibrant future for the area.  

The fortunes of the towns in the Murchison are intrinsically linked to world markets, whether it is the pastoral 
industry in Yalgoo and Cue or mining activity in Mt Magnet and Meekatharra. As the price of gold goes up and 
down, so does the vibrancy of the towns. It is a common misconception that the mining industry has experienced 
the boom right across the board. This may be so in the Pilbara but in places such as Mt Magnet and Meekatharra, 
this is not the case. Mines have closed or are in the process of closure. Times are tough when the going is good, 
let alone when it is not. For far too long this area has suffered declining services. For example, there has not been 
a permanent doctor in the Murchison towns for many years. The need to improve health services is my priority 
for these towns.  
Karratha is the largest town of both the Pilbara and the electorate of North West. It is a town often referred to as 
the engine room of the state�s economy. Karratha has around 8 600 people on the electoral roll but anecdotal 
evidence suggests that the real figure is probably closer to 18 000 people living there at any one time. The 
Pilbara has had many booms and busts but this one has been very different because everyone has been saying, 
�We�ve seen this one before; it will end� but it has not yet. The boom has continued for such a time that the town 
has fully outgrown its infrastructure and put pressure on its services. We must catch up. Infrastructure and 
services growth must keep pace with economic activity. Much has been done to ensure that Karratha keeps pace 
with itself. For example, prior to 2001, under a coalition government, Karratha had no permanent doctors but 
under the former Labor government, Karratha now has 10 permanent doctors. This is a great start but it is not 
enough to service the population adequately. The area�s contribution to the state�s economy must be recognised 
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and subsequently reflected in regional investment. Much more is needed both from the state government and the 
federal government.  
The list of requirements for this region is long. Some of them are health services, doctors, specialists, patient 
assisted travel scheme program improvements, mental health care, mammography unit, computer-assisted 
tomography scanner, housing, small business support for accommodation and staff, recreational facilities for 
teenagers, childcare facilities, shade sails for playgrounds, a marina for Dampier, a new school for Roebourne, 
and Centenary Park in Point Samson. The list goes on.  
The Shire of Roebourne, with the support of the former state government, developed the Karratha 2020 project, 
which conducted a survey of residents to find out what the town of Karratha needs to reflect the demographic it 
has today.  
[Member�s time extended.] 

Mr V. CATANIA: Recreation facilities for teenagers, more facilities for families, education facilities and more 
indoor facilities such as a shopping mall with cafes, have been some of the suggestions. Karratha needs a town 
centre where people can meet and socialise if it is to become a vibrant community and a major town centre that 
can rival Kalgoorlie. I urge the state and federal governments and companies like Rio Tinto and Woodside to 
contribute to a great vision for revitalising Karratha�a true �royalties for regions�, as this is the region 
producing the wealth. 

There has been much debate recently on the issue of establishing a uranium industry in our state. I take this 
opportunity to urge that further formalised debate be undertaken before any action occurs. This chamber and its 
members have a duty to represent the desires of the people of Western Australia. It is our responsibility to 
facilitate considered debate on this emotive subject. We must weigh up the facts and try to remove the spin from 
the arguments presented by people and organisations with vested personal and/or professional interests. The 
suggestion that Western Australia should take the world�s uranium waste is highly incendiary. The economic, 
social and environmental�or �triple bottom line��impact of establishing a uranium industry cannot be fully 
understood or appreciated without vigorous debate and public consultation. 

No discussion can be had about industry and development without regard for the people who do the work and 
make it all happen. All employees must receive a fair go. Fair play, fair conditions, job security and safety must 
never be sacrificed in the name of profit. Protecting and supporting working people is the foundation of the 
Australian Labor Party. Central to this is the workers� right to a safe working environment, the re-establishment 
of family-friendly working hours and rosters that have sustained a profitable mining industry for more than 100 
years. Many people in the Pilbara have shared their concern with me about the encroachment of the fly in, fly out 
policy in our community. I support the concept of fly in, fly out exclusion zones to ensure that our communities 
benefit from the resources in their own backyard. There must always be a balance between the development of 
resources and the needs of regional communities. 
Although it may be called a secondary industry to the resource industry, tourism is vitally important to our state. 
It brings vibrancy to otherwise dry and dusty mining towns that hold no attraction other than as places in which 
to make a good salary by working long, hard days. Imagine a state without visitors, cafes, restaurants, resorts, 
entertainment facilities, marinas, discovery tours and adventure activities. That is a state without tourism. There 
is no question that our resource industry brings the big bucks and offers employment, stability and profitability, 
but the two industries must work together to ensure that we have opportunities for play and enjoyment alongside 
our hard-working ethos. I call upon not only the government but also companies like Woodside, Rio Tinto and 
BHP Billiton to get behind tourism development. I call upon them to consider tourism opportunities alongside 
their considerations for fly in, fly out transport needs, accommodation requirements, town developments, 
infrastructure projects and staffing requirements. Let us work together to ensure that our state is a vibrant, 
exciting and attractive place to live in and to holiday in. 

It is a fact of life that not all members of society share the benefits of our economic prosperity. We live in the 
twenty-first century, and even with all the advancements in health, education, recreation and social 
infrastructure, some of our local communities have among the highest infant mortality rates in the world, and 
some people in our community are suffering from Third World diseases. Tragically, many children are born with 
foetal alcohol syndrome and die from malnutrition. They have no chance of life, and no opportunity to speak of. 
They have lost the game even before conception. The life these children face after birth is one that all too often 
consists of routine abuse and extreme hardship. Suicide rates are shocking, but not surprising given the life these 
children suffer through as they move into the adult world. Families are being ripped apart by the scourge of drug, 
alcohol and solvent abuse. Regardless of the current economic prosperity, no amount of physical fortitude can 
wipe away centuries of tears and lost fortunes and the decline of culture. However, recognition of these facts will 
assist in the healing process. 
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Two per cent of the Australian population is Aboriginal, yet, shamefully, in my electorate over 90 per cent of the 
prison population is Aboriginal. Does this mean that Aboriginal people commit more crime? Yes, that is 
obvious. That may be one answer, but the question we should be asking is: why? We need better mechanisms to 
cater for the needs of all Western Australians, black or white, from the country to the city. All this has been said 
before. I do not know what the answer is, but I do know that we simply must find answers and we must act now 
to change this dreadful and shameful situation. What can I say but that a bipartisan approach is needed to support 
policies that will last a generation in order to change a generation from the problems they have. 

After an election campaign we all have a lot of people we need to thank, and I am no different. I wish to thank 
those who assisted me during the campaign: John Little; the Hardie family, particularly Debbie; Paul Semple; 
Dave Shelton; Jenny Walsh; Belinda Coniglio; Jim Murie; James, Lynn and Fynn Donnelly; David Volts; 
Cameron Smith; Stan Kostanich; Len Paggi; Shane Alymore; Karl Brandburge; Rebecca and Clive Reandon, 
Kerry White; Fiona White-Hartig; Elaine Walsham; Macca from Shark Bay; Kelvin Matthews; John Carey; 
Megan Anwyl; Lyn Snook; Doug Hunt; Brad Snell; Des Roth; Patrick Baroni; Tony Shaw; and the unions, 
particularly the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union and the Shop, Distributive and Allied 
Employees Association. My greatest debt is to my family: my mother, Rita, who is here today; my father, Nick, 
who has also been a member of this place�let it be known to members that every time you call me Nick you are 
automatically required to make a donation to my campaign; my brothers, Mark and Stephen; my sister, Angela; 
and my brother-in-law, James. I thank my extended family�the Ramsay family�in particular, Lesley. I thank 
my wife, Johanna, and son, Nicholas, who are here today, and have hardly seen me over the past year, although 
Johanna would probably say �I haven�t seen you for the past four years.� I thank her very much; I cannot operate 
without her. 

Most people of the north west just want to get on with it and, while they do not expect city features like stadiums 
and trains, they know their rights and expect the basics like schools, hospitals, police services and roads so they 
can get on with their productive lives. They do not look for handouts and often have the tenacity to take matters 
into their own hands if required. For this, they have my admiration and respect. Even without royalties for 
regions, Labor spent a lot in the regions, particularly the north west, and the new government must continue this. 
Labor policy calls for the fair distribution of the benefits of economic growth, continuous improvement in the 
welfare and living standards of the Australian people, and the reallocation of resources to those most in need. We 
do not need a program labelled �royalties for regions� to adhere to this policy. 

[Applause.] 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson (Leader of the House). 
 


